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Maximilian, Count of Buren, one of the magnates of the
Netherlands and a trusted general of the Emperor.
Anne was of his own age and of as noble birth; their
union lasted little more than six years, much of which
was spent by the Prince in the field or on public service.
The forty-eight of his letters to Anne which remain, all
written in French, are simple, kindly, and confidential,
mainly filled with details of his military life, his
anxieties for his troops, his desire to return to his home,
his plans, and his hopes. The union, which on both
sides had been an affair of policy and ambition, seems to
have been happy on the whole; but the records of it are
slight, and it had no remarkable character.

In the same month as his marriage, July 1551, the
Prince was appointed captain of two hundred horse,
raised in the following December to two hundred and
fifty, and in April 1552 (cetat. 19) he was named
colonel of ten companies of foot. In that year the
League against the Emperor was formed between the
German princes, headed by Maurice of Saxony, and
Henry II. of Prance. Henry invaded Luxemburg and
took many strong places. The Prince was sent with
his command to defend the frontier. And from this
year he was occupied during the summer and autumn
months in campaigns against the French king, which
continued in a desultory warfare, and with alternate
success until the peace of Cateau-Cambresis in 1559.

The young soldier of nineteen was first employed,
under the orders of the Queen-Eegent, in raising a force
in his ancestral Holland provinces, and in May 1552 we
find him organising a force at Thorn on the Lower
Meuse in Limburg. The numerous letters and de-